
LA’s	Best	Buildings:		
Innovation	Awards	Finalists	



• Webinar	will	be	recorded	

• Attendee	lines	will	be	muted			

• Submit	questions	via	the	chat	box	

• Q&A	session	at	the	end	of	webinar		



David	Hodgins,	MBA,	MRED,	LEED	AP	
Executive	Director	

LA	Better	Buildings	Challenge	



The	 City’s	 most	 prestigious	 sustainability	 award,	 the	 LABBC	 Innovation	 Awards	
recognize	 the	 leadership	 of	 property	 owners	 and	managers	 who	 have	 achieved	
exceptional	energy	and	water	performance.	





Collaborating Organizations 

Sponsors 









Categories 

Energy	Efficiency		
Project	of	the	Year	

Portfolio		
of	the	Year	

	

Water	Efficiency		
Project	of	the	Year	

	



Criteria 
	

•  Unit	energy	/	water	savings		

•  %	energy	/	water	savings		
•  Qualitative	factors	
•  Alignment	with	organization-wide	commitment		

•  Market	context		

•  Stakeholder	engagement		

•  “Innovation”	





Energy	Efficiency		
Project	of	the	Year		
Finalists	
	



City National Plaza  
Building	Name:	City	National	Plaza		
Address:	515	S.	Flower	Street	
Owner:		CommonWealth	Partners	
	
•  Comprehensive	upgrades,	sustained	over	time	
•  4%	EUI	reduction	in	2018	
•  14%	EUI	reduction	since	2004	
•  Increased	Energy	Star	Score	from	74	to	82		

Energy Efficiency Project of the Year Finalists 



Paramount Studios  
Building	Name:	Paramount	Studios	
Address:	5515	Melrose	Ave	
	
•  Comprehensive	10	year	plan	

complete,	planning	next	phase		

•  Installation	of	zero-bleed	central	
cooling,	data	center	virtualization	

•  Reduced	lot-wide	energy	use	13%							
	
	

Energy Efficiency Project of the Year Finalists 



10 Universal City Plaza  
Building	Name:	10	Universal	City	Plaza	
Address:	111	Universal	Hollywood	Drive	
	
•  Comprehensive	MEP	upgrades	

throughout	the	facility	

•  40%	EUI	reduction	to	Central	Plant		
	
•  Increased	Energy	Star	Score	from	73	to	

81,	while	adding	significant	occupancy	
and	use	intensity		

	
	

Energy Efficiency Project of the Year Finalists 



Westin Bonaventure 
Building	Name:	Westin	Bonaventure	
Address:	404	S	Figueroa	St	
	
•  Installation	of	three	natural	gas	fired	HTHW	boilers	

eliminated	dependence	on	offsite	central	plant,	
includes	innovative	waste-heat	recapture	system.		

•  Compared	to	the	HTHW	Energy	Sales	Agreement	
contract	with	the	offsite	central	plant,	the	Hotel	is	
expected	to	save	$525,000	annually	by	generating	
HTHW	in-house.	

•  Increased	Energy	Star	Score	from	52	to	63		
		

Energy Efficiency Project of the Year Finalists 



Water	Efficiency		
Project	of	the	Year		
Finalists	
	



UCLA Cogen Plant 
•  Continued	to	expand	water	reclamation	program	

•  Saved	over	30	million	gallons	through	water	
reclamation	from	laboratories	and	HVAC	
equipment	

•  Upgraded	filtration	for	Cogen	plant	cooling	saved	
an	additional	18.5M	gallons	/	year	

•  Idea	/	test	came	from	a	smart	water	system	that	
UCLA	designed	

Water Efficiency Project of the Year Finalists 



Westin Bonaventure 
Building	Name:	Westin	Bonaventure	
Address:	404	S	Figueroa	St	
	
•  Undertook	a	Boiler	"Cycle	up"		Project,		which	led	

to	savings	of	1M	gallons	annually.		

•  Boiler	Blowdown	Quench	Water	&	
Softener	Regeneration	rinse	Water	Reuse	

•  Expanded	existing	water-recycling	system	to	receive	
boiler	blow-down	water	for	laundry	

•  2.2M	gallons	in	total	annual	savings	in	2018	(5.3%)		
	

Water Efficiency Project of the Year Finalists 



LA Coliseum  
	
•  Part	of	a	two-year	full	modernization	

plan	started	in	2017	

•  Installed	350	water-free	urinals		

•  Replaced	>500	water	closet	flushometers	
with	SLOAN	1.28	gpf	flushometers;	

•  Replaced	over	440	faucets	with	0.35	gpm	
sensor	faucets	

Water Efficiency Project of the Year Finalists 



Portfolio	of	the	Year		
Finalists	
	



Portfolio:	AvalonBay	Communities,	Inc.	
Number	of	Buildings:	16	
	
•  Internal	initiative	to	reduce	EUI	15%	by	2020	

relative	to	2015	nationwide	(280	properties)	

•  Over	the	past	5	years,	16	properties	have	
reduced	Energy	Use	Intensity	16%	and	their	
Water	Use	Intensity	by	8%.	

	

Portfolio of the Year Finalists 

Avalon Bay 



Portfolio:	Brookfield	Properties	
Number	of	Buildings:	8	

•  Lighting,	HVAC	and	plumbing	upgrades	continue	a	long-
term	energy	and	water	efficiency	program	

•  3%	average	EUI	reduction	in	2018		
•  4%	average	Water	Use	Intensity	reduction	in	2018		
•  Average	Energy	Star	Score	=	87,	up	from	baseline	of	80		
	
	

Portfolio of the Year Finalists  

Brookfield Properties 



Portfolio:	Equity	Residential	
Number	of	Buildings:	11	
	
•  Lighting,	HVAC	and	plumbing	upgrades	

continue	a	long-term	energy	and	water	
efficiency	program	

•  6%	average	EUI	reduction	in	2018		

•  Average	Energy	Star	Score	=	89,	up	from	
baseline	of	75		

	

Portfolio of the Year Finalists  

Equity Residential 



Criteria 
	

•  Unit	energy	/	water	savings		

•  %	energy	/	water	savings		
•  Qualitative	factors	
•  Alignment	with	organization-wide	commitment		

•  Market	context		

•  Stakeholder	engagement		

•  “Innovation”	







Wednesday,	March	27th,	2019	
11:30am	-	1:30pm	PDT	
	
California	Endowment	
1000	Alameda	Street,	Yosemite	Hall	
Los	Angeles,	CA	90012	
	
	

5th Annual Innovation Awards 


